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so strong among all the advanced peoples toward the era of universal peace.
Ten years ago my late friend and sponsor before the French Academy of Sciences, Prof. Jans-sen, director of the Astrophysical Observatory at Meudon, said to the International Aeronautic Congress at Paris, of which he was president:
"It was Themistocles who declared that 'he who shall make himself master of the sea is destined to become master of the land.' Now if the ocean has given this power to the nation which was wise enough to seize it, how much greater will be the coming mistress of the air? While the sea separates and renders passage of even a narrow channel difficult in the face of a hostile force, the air unites all nations and offers a route from any point on the earth's surface to any other, which can be traversed with impunity, no matter how vigilant the patrol. Political or natural frontiers will no longer form barriers between states when aerial fleets can sail over them."
The suggestion which I offer the United States government does not comprise plans for operating aerial fleets over land, though that phase of aerial warfare will come for the nations which have need of it. The United States has no such need. For geographical and political reasons we are virtually an isolated power. Our policy